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ATLAS OF THE NORTHERN
FRONTIER OF INDIA

This atlas contains a representative collection of
maps from which it will be clear that the northern
frontier of India, as shown on official Indian maps, is
the traditional b-oundary between India and China.
Official and unofficial Indian, Chinese, British, French
and German maps have been showing this boundary

alignment for many years past.

It is only during the last thirty years or so that
Chinese maps have departed from the traditional
boundary and included large areas of Indian territory
as part of China. Even the Chinese maps published
during this period have not been consistent in this
regard. As will be clear from the maps in Section 1V,
different alignments have been shown in different
maps. The broad trend in recent Chinese maps has

been to push the alignment deeper into Indian territory.
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The precise nature of the Chinese claim to Indian teritory has not been stated by Chinese
authorities and is not known to the Govemment of India. In the Chinese maps some parts of
Indian territory have been incorrectly shown 2s part of China, These areas are roughly indi-
cated by slanting lines in this m2 and the southern border of these areas as they
appear in Chinese maps has been roughly shown by a broken line
2. The places on the traditionil international border where disputes have arisen have also been
toughly marked in the map. Sois the 10ad bullt by China across Aksai Chin in Ladakh in Nor th-
West India.

This map was published by the Government of India in their White Paper
No. 11 - Notes, Memoranda and Letters exchanged between the Governments of India
and China during the months Sfptembel’ to November |959.
territory included in China by mist Chinese maps since 1947.

It shows the Indian
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The map of Tibet in the Atlas of the Chinese Empire, published by the China
Inland Mission ( 1908 ), shows the whole Indian boundary more or less in consonance

with the traditional boundary.

Map 3



e,
N Lxue n
vh

TURKE 8§71

a5 100 105

T
CHINESE I
Yovkand |

Slasteh Map
to illustrate the paper on

CHINESE FRONTIERS oF INDIA

by
ARCHIBALD ROSE
H.B M. CONSUL, TENG-YUEH, YUN-NAN

Scale 115000 600 or 1 Inch = 237 Svar Miles
o TS IR "Rt~ O™ M
Detinite Prontier

Approaimate. -
eammmems Rathways

as

65

70

75 80

80 95 100

Lﬁ (arracal 5‘¢4ﬁmkuh TFrue Mo luans
and. Brrorless 10° & 33% 15’

DPublished, by the Royal Geographical Sociely

Sketch map in the March 1912 issue of the Geographical Journal ( published
by the Royal Geographical Society, London). ltshows a boundary which approximates

closely to the traditional alignment.

Map 4



Map 5

0 100 10 120 130
Pt ail‘al }
‘ / \- * . o&
/ Nz X,A,P;é
P N y [xO
M|O N )
%
o Turfan /
Tumchi $
v Wy ° %"7 :
arim An S C];),O Chou @o L
op Nox Ran SEA9)
P
. N ¢ harchan 3\’ ﬂoﬂy oﬂg 3 20
//' N KTy N -LUN MTS ﬁayg
a;%& ...//':. S
f T 1 E T\,
B 0N atang & ‘ﬁ B
N
e IChe 5599
M L L1 AR o
S-S s s ¥
a\ll\g“; pre aeo' &i ’. : ow.nan Aﬂgo‘ﬂ * 20
JERRYY GROW
A A TN
CALCUTTARNIANB U ‘ >
7NN e
&
AY 0 go Scale.
BENGAL SIAM 0 500 Miles
20 _ 100 110 120
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LES 58 8§ N

Map 6



Map 7

‘Juswu3ije uejpuj [euop

-jped3 2y3 03 3ulpaoOot SSI| JO JOW EIpU| JO AJEpUNOG UJIYIIOU IJOYM 3YI SMOYS 3|

“(L161 u%_o._ ) «...._u Jo 33100 23 .3 voﬁ_zz_ ouy) .t dow |os0d

&&#%ﬁ&mm

T




Map published by the Peking University in November 1925 depicting the
maximum extent of Chinain the days of the Ching Dynasty (before 1911). This
shows that even then the whole of Ladakh including Aksai Chin was included in India ;
and east of Bhutan the frontier of Indiara

an approximately along the present Indian

boundary.
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Map of China published by the National Geographical Society (Washington
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SECTION 1II

MAPS SHOWING THE BOUNDARY IN-THE LADAKH
SECTOR
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Map appended to the Gozetteer of Kashmir and Ladak 1890. The eastern

boundary of Ladak delineated in this M3p approximates closely to the traditional

boundary so as to include Aksal Chin in Indla,
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SECTION III

MAPS SHOWING THE BOUNDARY IN THE ASSAM SECTOR
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Part of map of Asie Meridionale published by Andriveau-Coujon ( Paris 1876)
It shows the whole tribal area ( shaded green ) outside Tibet.
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India, published by the Survey of India in 1883. It shows the unadministered
tribal territories in the north-east by a colour-wash. This illustrates the general
practice of British cartographers of showing the boundary upto the areas where the
administration had reached, and showing the unadministered areas beyond it by a
colour wash as distinct from the deeper colours used for the rest of Indian

territory.
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1924). It shows the McMahon Line.
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SECTION IV

VARIATIONS IN CHINESE MAPS FROM 1928 ONWARDS
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Map of China attached to The International Development of China by S

un

Yat-sen (London, 1928). This map departs from the traditional alignment of the

Indian boundary shown in earlier Chinese maps ( see maps 7 and 8). It shows Aksai

Chin outside India and the Chang Chenmo valley within India.
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Map 29

Plate 25 in the Atlas of Provinces of China, compiled under the direction of the Chinese Board of Direction for
Education and Literature, 1933. In this map the line follows the Qara Qash-Shyok watershed in the north-east. The

Chang Chenmo valley, western Pangong Lake and Spanggur Lake are shown within India. Thereafter the boundary

upto Nilang follows the Sutlej-Ganges watershed as in present Indian maps.
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- Map in the New Atlas of China compiled by V. K. Ting, S. Y. Tseng and W. H.
Wong, and published by the Shun Pao, Shanghai, 1935. The Atlas claims to be
“not a more reproduction of the published maps but a new compilation from all
available data which have been thoroughly studied ”’. However, the delineation of

the international boundary is the same as in Map 29.
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1950. The alignment reverts to that shown in the Shun Pao Atlas, 1935.
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Map 35
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New Map of Tibet, published by the Ta Chung Society, March 1951. Instead
of following the Qara Qash-Shyok watershed the line drops sharply south and
cuts across the water system of the Shyok. It also Includes the Spanggur Lake and a

part of the western Pangong Lake in Tibet.
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Map 37
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by Chung Hua, Book-Store ( January 1955). This map follows the alignment shown
in Map 35.
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Wall Map of the Peaple’s Republic of China, published by the Map Publishing Society
(January 1956 ). It is stated that this map is based on the Shun Pao Atlas “published
before the Sino-Japanese war days’. The boundary alignment, however, follows not
that of the Shun Pao Atlas but the more exaggerateq one of Map 32.
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Wall Map of China published by the Map Printing Society ( November, 1959).
It follows, for the most part, the alignment given in Map 35.
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